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Social	
  Ac3on	
  &	
  Research	
  Founda3on	
  

• Ac2on-­‐research	
  think-­‐tank	
  co-­‐producing	
  policy	
  
to	
  address	
  poverty	
  

	
  
•  Some	
  of	
  our	
  current	
  work	
  
	
  
–  ‘Everyday	
  Life	
  in	
  Salford’	
  
– Challenging	
  media	
  stereotypes	
  
– Food	
  Austerity	
  with	
  Salford	
  University	
  



Open	
  Society	
  Founda3ons:	
  	
  
At	
  Home	
  in	
  Europe	
  Project	
  

	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  Through	
  research	
  and	
  advocacy,	
  the	
  At	
  Home	
  in	
  
Europe	
  project	
  focuses	
  on	
  advancing	
  equality	
  
for	
  groups	
  that	
  are	
  excluded	
  from	
  the	
  
mainstream	
  of	
  civic,	
  poli2cal,	
  and	
  cultural	
  life	
  in	
  
Western	
  Europe—including	
  Europe’s	
  Muslim,	
  
Somalian	
  and	
  white	
  working-­‐class	
  communi2es	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  (Report	
  part	
  of	
  Europe’s	
  White	
  Working	
  Class	
  Communi2es,	
  commissioned	
  and	
  
designed	
  by	
  OSF)	
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The	
  Context	
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Why	
  Higher	
  Blackley?	
  





Inequali3es	
  within	
  the	
  ward	
  



Employment	
  

•  ICI	
  once	
  employed	
  14,	
  000	
  people	
  

•  Main	
  local	
  employers	
  now	
  Tesco	
  &	
  Sainsbury's	
  -­‐	
  	
  low	
  paid	
  and	
  insecure	
  



Low	
  Pay	
  and	
  Insecurity	
  
	
  

“I	
  literally	
  think	
  that	
  it’s	
  all	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  working	
  who	
  are	
  
feeling	
  the	
  squeeze”	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  (Emma,	
  aged	
  29)	
  



	
  	
  	
  	
  “Men	
  can	
  just	
  go	
  
out	
  and	
  get	
  a	
  job	
  
can't	
  they.	
  We've	
  
got	
  to	
  be	
  at	
  home	
  
with	
  the	
  kids...they	
  
can	
  travel	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  
they	
  want.	
  They	
  
don't	
  have	
  a	
  
problem	
  going	
  to	
  
town	
  to	
  find	
  a	
  job	
  
and	
  they	
  don't	
  
have	
  to	
  wait	
  
around	
  for	
  school	
  
for	
  the	
  kids...”	
  
	
  
Amy,	
  25	
  years	
  old	
  



	
  Widespread	
  mental	
  health	
  problems	
  

	
  “I	
  was	
  referred	
  from	
  my	
  doctor	
  to	
  mental	
  health	
  because	
  of	
  
severe	
  depression.	
  So	
  the	
  mental	
  health	
  team	
  phoned	
  me	
  and	
  
said...we'll	
  get	
  in	
  touch	
  with	
  you	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  possible.	
  This	
  was	
  
over	
  six	
  months	
  ago.”	
  (Shirley,	
  aged	
  60)	
  



Community	
  support	
  networks	
  

•  Genera2ons	
  of	
  families	
  have	
  lived	
  in	
  Higher	
  Blackley	
  

•  "The	
  community	
  is	
  a	
  safety	
  net	
  to	
  people.	
  You	
  know	
  the	
  
faces,	
  you	
  know	
  the	
  people."	
  	
  (Danny	
  aged	
  34)	
  

•  “When	
  you	
  are	
  raising	
  two	
  children	
  and	
  don’t	
  have	
  much	
  
money,	
   it’s	
   always	
   convenient	
   to	
   [support]	
   have	
   on	
   your	
  
doorstep”	
  (Sue	
  –	
  aged	
  47)	
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AJtudes	
  to	
  Immigra3on	
  

	
  “They	
  don't	
  want	
  to	
  fit	
  in	
  with	
  us.	
  They	
  segregate	
  themselves	
  
from	
  us.	
  They	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  different."	
  	
  (Sally,	
  aged	
  45)	
  

	
  
	
  “...there	
  should	
  be	
  certain	
  standards	
  to	
  say	
  at	
  least	
  you	
  should	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  speak	
  the	
  bloody	
  language...this	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  country	
  
in	
  the	
  world	
  where	
  you	
  can	
  go	
  on	
  a	
  bus	
  journey	
  and	
  you	
  speak	
  
a	
  different	
  language	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  it.”	
  	
  (Joe,	
  aged	
  72)	
  

	
  
	
  “...we’re	
  not	
  racist,	
  just	
  resenlul.”	
  (Caroline,	
  aged	
  37)	
  



Housing:	
  A	
  major	
  source	
  of	
  tension	
  
•  Nearly	
  40%	
  of	
  Higher	
  Blackley	
  households	
  are	
  social	
  rented	
  housing	
  (compared	
  to	
  
Manchester	
  average	
  of	
  13.5%)	
  

•  Alloca3on	
  policy	
  a	
  major	
  cause	
  of	
  tension	
  
•  Changes	
  to	
  housing	
  benefit	
  rules	
  likely	
  to	
  make	
  situa3on	
  more	
  challenging	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
“you've	
  got	
  a	
  white	
  family	
  here	
  and	
  a	
  black	
  family	
  here,	
  they're	
  going	
  to	
  go	
  for	
  the	
  
black	
  family.	
  And	
  that's	
  99.9%	
  certain	
  they're	
  gonna	
  do	
  that.	
  	
  
	
  Only	
  because,	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  blacks,	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  Asians	
  will	
  turn	
  round	
  and	
  say	
  they've	
  been	
  
racially	
  abused	
  to	
  get	
  their	
  own	
  way.”	
  	
  (Doreen,	
  aged	
  60)	
  



A	
  lack	
  of	
  space	
  to	
  debate?	
  
•  “Just	
  cos	
  your	
  opinions	
  differ	
  from	
  the	
  mainstream,	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  

you’re	
  a	
  racist.	
  We’re	
  just	
  very,	
  very	
  worried.”	
  (Steve,	
  aged	
  50)	
  

•  “I	
  don’t	
  think	
  they	
  live	
  in	
  the	
  real	
  world,	
  the	
  do-­‐gooders...”	
  (Dorris,	
  
aged	
  82)	
  

	
  Concerns	
  raised	
  by	
  this	
  group	
  have	
  been	
  “silenced	
  by	
  the	
  tendency	
  of	
  
liberals	
  to	
  dismiss	
  the	
  ar2cula2on	
  of	
  grievances	
  as	
  mo2vated	
  by	
  
narrow-­‐minded	
  prejudice	
  and	
  ethnically	
  charged	
  na2onalism.”	
  

	
  [Michael	
  Kenny	
  (2011),	
  The	
  Poli2cal	
  Theory	
  of	
  Recogni2on:	
  The	
  Case	
  of	
  the	
  ‘White	
  Working	
  Class	
  
The	
  Bri2sh	
  Journal	
  of	
  Poli2cs	
  &	
  Interna2onal	
  Rela2ons	
  14	
  (1),	
  p.25]	
  



Conclusions	
  

•  Cultural	
  anxie2es	
  and	
  social	
  insecurity	
  
	
  
•  Disconnected	
  ins2tu2ons	
  
	
  
•  Inequality	
  


