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National Census Briefings 

•  How has ethnic diversity grown? 
•  More segregation or more mixing? 
•  Does Britain have plural cities? 
•  How can we count immigration and integration? 
•  Has neighbourhood ethnic segregation 

decreased? 
•  Who feels British? National identity 

•  Available at http://www.ethnicity.ac.uk/census/ 
•  Funded by CoDE and JRF 
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1991 (9 categories) 2001 (5 headings, 16 categories) 2011 (5 headings, 18 categories) 

White White: British White: British 

Caribbean White: Irish White: Irish 

African White: Other White: Gypsy or Irish Traveller 

Other Black Mixed: White-Caribbean White: Other 

Indian Mixed: White-African Mixed: White-Caribbean 

Pakistani Mixed: White-Asian Mixed: White-African 

Bangladeshi Mixed: Other Mixed: White-Asian 

Chinese Asian: Indian Mixed: Other 

Other Asian: Pakistani Asian: Indian 

Asian: Bangladeshi Asian: Pakistani 

Asian: Other Asian: Bangladeshi 

Black: Caribbean Asian: Chinese 

Black: African Asian: Other 

Black: Other Black: Caribbean 

Chinese or other: Chinese Black: African 

Chinese or other: Other Black: Other 

Other: Arab 

Other: Other 
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Growth of ethnic minorities in 
England and Wales, 1991-2011 
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Increased ethnic diversity in 
England & Wales, 1991-2011 
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“Super-diversity”  
in England & Wales, 2011 
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Geographical spreading of 
ethnic minorities 
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Growth of 
minority 

populations 
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Decreased urban segregation 
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Growth of multiple ethnic group 
households 
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Who feels British? National identity 
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Those not 
feeling 
‘UK’ are 
likely to 

be mostly 
recent 

migrants 
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What can the census say about 
minority integration? 
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Forthcoming CoDE Briefings 

•  Age-sex structure and demographic change 
•  Employment inequalities 
•  Occupational class 
•  Educational attainment 
•  Health inequalities 
•  Housing disadvantage and overcrowding 
•  Household composition 
•  Caring 

Dynamic of Diversity: Evidence from the 2011 Census 
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Aged 24-49, unemployment 
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BUT ... 
this valuable small area data is under threat... 
 •  Evidence like we have shown cannot be 

produced without  data for small areas. 
•  Office for National Statistics (ONS) Beyond 

2011 programme will consult from July 2013 
on alternatives to the census . 

•  If a case is not made to retain production of 
small area statistics, the alternatives to the 
census will not include them. 
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Implications for policy 

•  Relaxed about more mixing and diversity 
in residential areas, households, families, 
work. No pulling apart. 

•  Accept the dual challenge of  
– disadvantage of many minority groups vis-à-

vis the ‘White British’ majority, and  
– The inequality within all ethnic groups 

including White British: substandard jobs, 
education, housing 
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Humanity within diversity 

– Residential mixing makes it easier 
– Community development is universal 

•  ‘Profiling’ of areas of limited use 
•  Resident integration 
•  Equality of treatment  

– Avert stigmatisation and stereotyping 
•  Understanding and contact between groups and 

areas 
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Make use of census evidence 

•  Language – most highly prioritised by 
refugees for integration 
– Language need is not only for recent 

immigrants 
•  The census allows tailoring services and 

solutions, enabling local provision to 
respond to local needs 
– Diversity in cities and outside cities 
– From cradle to grave 


