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Network of major European cities 
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WORKING GROUP ON MIGRATION AND INTEGRATION 
• Consists of practitioners working in city administrations from 35 

European cities 
• Mutual learning projects on integration governance and best 

practices  
• Information sharing 
• Providing peer mentoring support 
• Strenghtening the involvement of cities in European policies on 

migrant integration 
• Policy statements on EU –developments 
• Integrating Cities partnership between the European Commission 

and Eurocities 
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Integrating Cities Charter 
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Integrating Cities partnership 
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Athens:                 transit 500 000 
Helsinki: 3 055    transit 10 000 
Berlin:    50 000 
Malmö:  3 455 
Munich: 25 000  transit 80 000 
Oslo:       1 400  transit 20 000  
Vienna:  40 000   transit 250 000 
  

In 2015 
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Coordination, leadership 

 
 

Adopting a new role in a matter of days 
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Communication 

Transparency 
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Population response 

Volunteers and private initiatives 
Rise of hate speech and anti-migrant groups 
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Reception, housing 

Affordable housing is crucial for  
creating socially sustainable communities 
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Education 
 

Promoting fast-track inclusion  
into education system 
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Economic Inclusion 
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Refugees bring talent and skills 
Efforts to speed up process of labour market integration 



Resources 

From reception to integration 
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KEY ISSUES FOR CITIES? 
1. Cities are the places where integration happens. They fill the gaps left 
by inaction of national governments, and do the work whatever 
decisions taken – or not taken – at EU level. 
2. Since the refugee crisis  some cities have acted beyond their legal 
competences in terms of reception, protection and inclusion of 
newcomers. While handling this challenge they have to think the 
biggest challenge yet to come: how the integration infrastructure 
developed in cities cope with new reality in the long run?. New 
ways/tools to look into integration work? New actors to work with? 
3. Many city leaders have shown  great sense of responsibility and 
solidarity. This political leadership is one of the success factor of 
succesful integration and fostering a welcome society. 
4. New openings for funding schemes? 
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WHAT DO CITIES NEED FROM OTHER ACTORS TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO 
FOSTER INTEGRATION EFFECTIVELY? 
 
1. Recognition that integration work is primarily done at local level and 

that cities need to be involved in decision making on integration 
and migration issues. 

2. Recognition that integration is a long-term process which has a cost 
and needs a well-sustained infrastructure.  

3. There is a need of visibility and sustainability for integration 
strategies at city level. 

4. Better  models to cooperate with administrations at local, regional 
and national level. 

5. Some decisions at EU and national level can have an adverse effects 
on integration perspectives, which can be detrimental for social 
cohesion in cities. 
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