


Canada is a country built by waves of immigrants 
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Some stats to set the context ... 

15 million      Immigrants since Confederation 

3.7 million      New permanent residents in last 15 years 

260,067      New permanent residents in 2014 

213,496      New Temporary Resident work permits issued in 2014 

126,679      New Temporary Resident study permits issued in 2014 

86%      Percentage of permanent residents who go on to become   citizens 

262,574      New citizens in 2014 

1 in 5      Canadians born outside the country 

One      … of the highest per capita rates of immigration in the world 



FOREIGN-BORN 
One in five Canadians were born 

outside Canada – 20.6% of the 
total population. 

ETHNIC GROUPS 
About 200 ethnic origins.  Rise 

in mixed ethnic ancestries – 
42.1% of total population 

compared to 38.2% in 2001. 

LANGUAGES 
More than 200 languages spoken 
as a mother tongue, in addition 

to English and French. 

VISIBLE MINORITIES 
Visible minorities accounted for 19.1% of 

Canada’s population, up from 13.4% in 
2001. Largest minority groups were South 

Asians, Chinese, Blacks and Filipinos. 

RELIGION 
Majority  (67.3%) of Canadians were affiliated 
with Christian religions,  but those reporting 

non-Christian religions (i.e. Muslim, Sikh, 
Hindu, Buddhist) rose from 6.3% in 2001 to 

7.2% of the population.  Projected to double 
by 2031. 

Ethno-cultural diversity has become a defining feature of the Canadian landscape 

The steady influx of immigrants has made Canada an ethno-cultural, linguistic and religious 
mosaic. According to the latest census in 2011, diversity has deepened in Canada. 



Immigration drives Canada’s economic prosperity and nation building 

Temporary residents also contribute to Canada’s economy.   
An increasing number of temporary foreign workers and foreign students become permanent residents. 

Canada admits immigrants who have the potential to 
contribute to Canada’s economy, along with their 
spouses and dependants.   

Family re-unification has been an important pillar of 
Canada’s immigration policy.   

Canada has a strong commitment to its humanitarian goals 
by resettling refugees. 
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Canada’s refugee resettlement intake represents at least 10% of global total 

Two refugee program streams are the expression of this commitment: 
1. In-Canada Asylum System  
2. Resettlement from overseas 

 
 

Both programs offer a path to permanent residence and citizenship 
• Settlement and integration programs are key 

Canada accepts Convention refugees and those in refugee-like situations 
for humanitarian reasons, according to the following principles: 

Canada’s Refugee Programs 

• Fulfilling Canada’s international obligations and commitments to protect 
refugees and those in need;  

• Supporting successful settlement and integration in Canada; and, 
• Reuniting refugee families. 



Canada’s Refugee Programs: 3 Program Streams 



Government Assisted Refugees - GARS 



Privately Sponsored Refugees - PSRs 



PSR: Three Sponsoring Groups 



PSR Sponsors: Criteria 



PSR Sponsors: Criteria 



PSR Sponsors: Criteria 



PSR Sponsors: $$ Commitment 



PSR: Challenges 



BVORs – Blended Sponsorship: A Hybrid Approach 





Integration & Support: How & Who? 



Resettlement Assistance Programs: GARs 



Resettlement Assistance Programs: PSRs 



 
Canada offers refugees a path to citizenship 
 and access to resettlement/settlement supports 

SETTLEMENT PROGRAM  
Settlement and integration services are available free-of-charge to those who have been 

accepted as permanent residents, including refugees and protected persons. 



 
Canada’s integration model has generally fostered positive social outcomes for refugees and 
other immigrants...  

 
Canada’s Integration Model 





Canada’s Syrian Approach 



SUCCESS STORIES: Warm Welcome, Positive Press 



SUCCESS STORIES: Newcomer Kitchen/Depanneur 



SUCCESS STORIES: Peace by Chocolate 



SUCCESS STORIES: Surai Tea 




