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Refugee

* Focus: Explaining variation in
economic outcomes for
refugees

* Premise: Refugee are not
different as people but are in a
different institutional context

* Starting point: New
Institutional Economics

Economies




Uganda
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Three Contexts:
exploring
varilation
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Income Distribution by Site
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Kampala

Living 1n Somali-
concentrated area:
Kisenyi

Strong presence of Somalil
institutions: ‘Somalil
Community Association’

Linkage with Somalil-
Ugandan private sector
(i.e. City Oil)
Internal social

protection mechanisms
(1.e. ayuto, zakat)

Networks with Somali
diaspora — access to




Nakivale and Kyangwali

Largest refugee
settlements 1n Uganda

Protracted settlements
located 1n rural and
remote areas

Access to humanitarian
alid

Granted land for
farming

Informal and non-
reglstered commerce
1nNneide cett lement g

Bar/Cafe
International agency (a)
Boda-boda

Medium/Large shop

Construction workers (b) |

Fast-food stand
Restaurant

Small shop (c)
Selling clothing (d)
Farm workers (e)

Farming own plot (f)

H Somali

O Rwandan

Congolese
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Rwamwanja

Congolese influx 2012-
Heavy state regulation

‘New’ economy through
barter

Emerges through sale
of WFP/UNHCR rations

‘Outliers’ 1nvest

Attract Ugandan
Ef%‘t’%"’i'}féagrgr son of a host village described,
Thi

ngs have changed so much since the arrival of
refugees...Not only refugees but many Ugandans

moved to this area because of economic reasons.”
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Myth 2

Refugees as Burden?

Urban
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employ 4

others 2 .4 Number of people
each refugee

employs, on average

V.Xe} 4 of employees
are Ugandans




Total monthly
average
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39% 60% 1%

are employed self-employed not employed
by others




Examples of
Findings

1. What determines
refugee incomes?

2. Why do refugees
move to urban areas?

3. What difference does
being a refugee
make?
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15 minutes from Za’atari..
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One Size Does Not Fit All




Implications?

ALEXANDER BETTS, LOUISE BLOOM,
JOSIAH KAPLAN, AND NAOHIKO OMATA

e Capacities not just
vulnerabilities

e Development not just REFUGEE
ECONOMIES

humanitarianism
e JOobs and education
e Autonomy as central

e Different models for
different contexts




