Cooperation at the
Municipal Level

Christina Pope, Welcoming America
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MAKING THE CASE

IMPACT

OF REFUGEES
PTe EERiai SE ]

015 REPORT Employed refugees

age 16 and older who are business owners

Is more than double the general Franklin County rate of entrepreneurship (6.5%): indicating that
local refugees are more than twice as likely to own a business as the general population.

There are an estimated 873 refugee-owned businesses in the
Columbus MSA employing 3,960 workers.

The local refugee community supports an estimated total of 21 ,273 jobs in the Columbus MSA.
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Franklin County median houschold income

#  Refugee household
spending in the
Columbus MSA

The total
®  contribution

of refugees in
Franklin County

$1.6
BILLION

Total yearly contribution to MSA
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PROGRAM/POLICY DEVELOPMENT

fizn\ Office of Immigrant Affairs

& o5 “Our hope 1s to be able to bring
the program/curriculum to

Our Deputy Director @SymbolLai has officially kicked off our

first Immigrant Workers Academy! Thank you for everyone that cve ry Immlg rant commun Ity
has come out to spend their Saturday with us! EaCh time we hOpe tO_ parf[nel'
pic.twitter.com/EzZNM585Ayb with a local organization in the
10:18 AM - May 5, 2018 - Philadelphia, PA nelghborhood that WOI’kS Wlth

the local immigrant community
and hold classes in
collaboration with them.”

- Miriam Enriquez,
Director of the City of
Philadelphia’s Office of
Immigrant Affairs

Q5 8 See Office of Immigrant Affairs's other Tweets @ WELCOMING

AMERICA ‘




ADVOCACY AND PUBLIC MESSAGING

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF CHICAGD
RANM TMANUEL
AT

July 30, 201%

Thee Honarable Les Francis Cissnn
Crirector

LI, Citizenship and Immigration Services
20 Massschugsells Avenus MW
Washington, District of Columbia 20429

Re: Consistent Backlog of Clitzenship Applications Before LIS, Citizenship and Immigration
Services

Drear Director Cissnn;

Om behalf of the 729200 lawiul permanent ressdents (“LPRS™) who are living in our
cities and waiting, semetimes for as long as 20 moenths, for their citizenship applications o be
processed, we respectfully urge you 1o significantly reduce the time that it is cumendly taking
L%, Citizenship and Immigration Services (“USCIS™) to process citizenship applications,

The eligible LPRs waiting for their applications o be processed are nesudents of our
cities, integral parts of our communities and families, and prosperous actors in our local, state,
ard federal economics. They have been in our country For many vears and have completed all
that has been asked of them in order to apply within the legal process that was envisioned by our
nation”s fourders, enshrined in the Constittion, and codified in fedeml law,

Unforunately, the enosmous backlog of citizenship applications ar USCIS is preventing
al beast 729,400 LPRs from sccesaing an equitsble process to atiempt te naturalize, The year of
207 sw USCIS fail to naturolize more LPRa with pending applications that it actisally
oamuralized. for the second yesr ina row.

And the problem is only getting worse, In the lnst two years, the backlog has increased by
over BT percent, despite the fact that citizenship applications have consistently decrensed since
Agril 2017, In just the last year, the backlog incrensed from 636,164 applications to the curnent
backlog of 720400 applications, despite a 25 percent decrease in applications submitied during
thal same time period. Al the current rate, it would take USCIS over 25 years o gel back down
o the Ohama administration’s backlog level of 380,639 applications in 2015, and that is
assuming no new applications, That is just not acceptable.

thse goal of reducing the backlog and an analvsis of why they did not achieve their intendsd
purpose,

Az gities with immigrants and eligible LPRs whe contribule so much te cur conmenitics,
culiure, and ecemomy, we urge you o take aggressive action 1o eod the backlog of citizenship
applications and allow them to appartunity to join the nation as citizens,

Sincenely,
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Mayor

Mayor Lyda Krewson, St. Louis, MO
Mayor Keisha Lance Boltoms, Atlanta, OA

Mlayor Alan L. Magy, Mewark, Alameda County, CA

Mayor Riley H, Regers, Dalton, I

Mayor Paoline Busso Cutter, San Leandro, CA

Mayor Patrick Wiojahn, College Park, MD

Maeer JelTrey Slavin, Somersel, MD

Mayor Kure Metzger, Pleasant Ridge"Oakland, M1

Muavor Buddy Dver, Orlando, FL

Mavor Jorge Elorza, Providence, RI

Mayar Carlo Debdaria, Evenett, MO

Mayar Jenny A, Durkan, Seattle, WA

Courty Executive Celine Kennelly, City and County of San Frangisco, CA
Mayar Michael B. Hancock, City and County of Denver, (00
Mayor Eric Gareetti, Los Angeles, CA

Mlayar Mark E- Farrell, San Francisoo, CA

Mayor Libby Schaaf, Oakland, CA

Mlayor Muriel Bowser, Washington, D0LC,

Mayor Antonde Martinez, Brownsville, TX

Mayor Dinvid Briley, Metropolitan Govermnment of Nashville and Davidson County, TH
Councilmember Sue Higgins, (akley, TA

County Executive Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County, 1L

Mayor George Van Dusen, Skokie, [L

Mayor Jacqueline M. Biskupski, Sali Lake City, Utah

Mayor Sylvesier Tumer, Houston, TX

Counly Executive Sarah Eckhard, Travas County, TX

Mayor Victorin Woodards, Tacoma, Wa

Muyar Greg Fischer, Louisville Metro Govermmend, KY

Mayor Fobert Garcla, Long Beach, Ca

County Executive Gregory Thomas, Gary, IV

Mayor Brian C. Wakler, Piscataway, NJ WELCOMING

AMERICA




| Keep in Touch

. . Subscribe to our YouTube Channel
@ WelcomingAmerica.org u youtube.com/WelcomingAmerica
Like us on Facebook Connect with us on LinkedIn
chebook.com/WeIcomingAmericq m linkedin.com/company/welcoming-america

, Follow us on Twitter
@WelcomingUSA



