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Welcoming Communities

Smaller Centers

Faith Groups

C A N A D A ’ S  

R E S E T T L E M E N T  

H I S T O R Y



As a response to the Vietnamese 

Refugee Crisis

Community driven

& church supported

C C I S  O R I G I N  S T O R Y



T H E  R E F U G E E  J O U R N E Y  ( 2 0 1 7 )

16,610
PRIVATELY 

SPONSORED REFUGEES

7,500
GOVERNMENT 

ASSISTED 

REFUGEES

50,445
REFUGEE CLAIMANTS



G L O B A L  R E F U G E E  C R I S I S

Source: http://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html
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$36,000/year

P R I V A T E  R E F U G E E  S P O N S O R S H I P



16,000
PRIVATE SPONSOR

7,500
GOVERNMENT ASSISTED

C I V I L  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S
Canada’s Commitment to Refugees & Protected Persons (2017)



The Federal Government has an agreement with 

113 Sponsorship Agreement Holders across 

Canada

83 of them are Faith Based

Group of Five

W H O  A R E

T H E  P R I V A T E

S P O N S O R S ?



G R O W T H  I N  S Y R I A N  R E F U G E E S
I N  N E E D  O F  H O U S I N G



G R O W T H  I N  S Y R I A N  R E F U G E E S
I N  N E E D  O F  H O U S I N G
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COMMUNITY  RESPONSE
Calgary Advisory on Refugee Resettlement



BALANCE BETWEEN

PUBLIC OPINION

& GOVERNMENT

POLITICAL

OBLIGATIONS

INCREASE

VOLUME

& NEED

COST

C H A L L E N G E S



SELECTION
(Government motive)

EXPECTATIONS
(Fiscal vs. Community)

POLITICAL IMPACT
(Perception of the international 

community)

C H A L L E N G E S  - O P T I C S



• Considering the historical, political, and geographic differences, 

what are elements of the Canadian experience that are 

replicated in your work?

• Is it possible for any state to address the challenges of the 

Refugee crisis without the full participation of Civil Society?

R O U N D T A B L E

Q U E S T I O N S



THANK YOU!

Fariborz Birjandian  |  fbirjandian@ccisab.ca


